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Dear Family:

Today, your child began a new theme in church school, “God Saves Us
and Tells Us How to Live.” The four lessons in this unit focus on

• The Ten Plagues (Exodus 7-12)
• Sinai (Exodus 19-20, 32)
• Gideon (Judges 6-7)
• Samson (Judges 13-16)

Each week your child will be playing a trivia game as a fun way to
learn more about the Bible stories. Your child will be bringing home a
set of these cards at the end of the session. You might want to play the
game at home so your child can share what he or she has learned!

Please pray for us as we study and celebrate God’s covenant promises.

Sincerely,

Dear Family:

Today, your child began a new theme in church school, “God Saves Us
and Tells Us How to Live.” The four lessons in this unit focus on

• The Ten Plagues (Exodus 7-12)
• Sinai (Exodus 19-20, 32)
• Gideon (Judges 6-7)
• Samson (Judges 13-16)

Each week your child will be playing a trivia game as a fun way to
learn more about the Bible stories. Your child will be bringing home a
set of these cards at the end of the session. You might want to play the
game at home so your child can share what he or she has learned!

Please pray for us as we study and celebrate God’s covenant promises.

Sincerely,
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Memory Challenge
Jesus replied: “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart
and with all your soul and with all your mind.’ This is the
first and greatest commandment. And the second is like it:
‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ All the Law and the
Prophets hang on these two commandments.”

—Matthew 22:37-40 (TNIV)

Memory Challenge
[Jesus] said to him, “‘You shall love the Lord your God
with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all
your mind.’ This is the greatest and first commandment.
And a second is like it: ‘You shall love your neighbor as
yourself.’ On these two commandments hang all the law
and the prophets.”

—Matthew 22:37-40 (NRSV)
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Ten Terrible Plagues Skit
and Chant
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Characters
Israelites
Egyptians
Narrator
Moses
Pharaoh
Aaron
Israelite child

Scene 1
Characters: Israelites, Egyptians, Narrator,
and Moses

Israelites: [Pretend to work—making bricks,
dragging a cart, building a pyramid; wipe
sweat off forehead every now and again.
Complain, using some of the following words.]

This is hard work.
I’m hot.
I’m thirsty.
I could go for a tall cool drink.

Egyptians: [Move over to the Israelites. Act
superior and call out the following phrases.]

Stop talking!
Get back to work!
Slaves don’t get breaks!

Israelites: [On knees, praying.] God, help us!

Narrator: The Israelites were slaves in
Egypt. They cried out to God to save them.
God heard their cries and sent Moses.

Moses: Me? You’d think God would have
chosen someone who could make good
speeches. But no—God asked me. God
said, “With my mighty hand I’ll reach out
and strike the Egyptians until Pharaoh will
let my people go.”

Scene 2
Characters: Moses, Pharaoh, and Aaron

Moses: [speaking to Pharaoh] The Lord God
says, “Let my people go.”

Pharaoh: No way! I’ll lose all my workers!
Instead I’ll make them work twice as hard.

Aaron: [to Moses] That didn’t work out so
well.

Moses: [to Aaron] God isn’t finished with
Pharaoh yet. [to Pharaoh] Meet us at the
Nile River.

Pharaoh: Nothing they can do can scare me.

Scene 3: Plague Chant
Characters: Narrator, Egyptians, Israelites,
and Pharaoh

Narrator: There’s blood in the water.

All: Plague 1. Plague 1.

Narrator: There’s blood in the water.

Egyptians: Can’t bathe, can’t drink. Help
us! Help us!

Israelites: Let us go. Let us go.

Pharaoh: No. No.

Narrator: There are frogs everywhere.

All: Plague 2. Plague 2.

Narrator: There are frogs everywhere.

Egyptians: Hopping in my soup. In my
chair. In my bed. Help us! Help us!

Israelites: Let us go. Let us go.

Pharaoh: No. No.

Narrator: There are gnats in the air.

All: Plague 3. Plague 3.

Narrator: There are gnats in the air.

Egyptians: In our eyes and in our ears. Oh,
how we itch. Help us! Help us!
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UNIT 3 SESSION 1



48

Israelites: Let us go. Let us go.

Pharaoh: No. No.

Narrator: There are flies in the air.

All: Plague 4. Plague 4.

Narrator: There are flies in the air.

Egyptians: Making us sick and flying every-
where. Help us! Help us!

Israelites: Let us go. Let us go.

Pharaoh: No. No.

Narrator: The livestock are ill.

All: Plague 5. Plague 5.

Narrator: The livestock are ill.

Egyptians: Our animals die, but yours do
not. Help us! Help us!

Israelites: Let us go. Let us go.

Pharaoh: No. No.

Narrator: There are boils everywhere.

All: Plague 6. Plague 6.

Narrator: There are boils everywhere.

Egyptians: We have sores on our skin. We
hurt. We weep. Help us! Help us!

Israelites: Let us go. Let us go.

Pharaoh: No. No.

Narrator: There’s hail everywhere.

All: Plague 7. Plague 7.

Narrator: There’s hail everywhere.

Egyptians: Killing our animals and smash-
ing our plants. Help us! Help us!

Israelites: Let us go. Let us go.

Pharaoh: No. No.

Narrator: There are locusts everywhere.

All: Plague 8. Plague 8.

Narrator: There are locusts everywhere.

Egyptians: Eating all the crops. We’re so
hungry. Help us! Help us!

Israelites: Let us go. Let us go.

Pharaoh: No. No.

Narrator: There’s darkness everywhere.

All: Plague 9. Plague 9.

Narrator: There’s darkness everywhere.

Egyptians: Three days—can’t see. We’re
scared. Help us! Help us!

Israelites: Let us go. Let us go!

Pharaoh: No. No.

Scene 4
Characters: Israelite child, Moses, Egyptian,
Pharaoh

[Plague 10. The Israelite child stands at the
door of meeting room with container of red
paint and a brush.]

Israelite child: What will happen now?

Moses: Don’t worry. God has one more
plague, and then we’ll be free. Paint your
doorframes with a lamb’s blood.

Israelite child: What difference will the
blood on my doorframe make?

Moses: The angel of death will come to
each house tonight. It’s the final plague.
The lamb’s blood is a sign that we are part
of God’s people. All who put a lamb’s blood
on their doorpost will be safe. The angel of
death will pass over those houses.

Israelite child: I’m scared.

Moses: It’s all right. God will protect us and
save us.

Narrator: That night, the angel of death
came and killed the firstborn son of every
family in Egypt. But the angel saw the
lamb’s blood on the doorpost of the
Israelite houses and knew that they were
God’s people. All the Israelite children lived.

Pharaoh: Moses, your God is too powerful.
I give up. Take your people and go. Go far
away before anything worse happens.

Moses: Thank you, God.

Egyptians: [Pretend to give the Israelites
gold, silver, jewelry and valuables.] Go. Go
away. Take our gold and leave us alone.

Israelite child: Our God is mighty.

Everyone: Sing “What a Mighty God We
Serve.”
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Moses, the People, and
God’s Commandments
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Moses: [with a trembling voice] LORD, is
thaaaat you?

LORD: I am the LORD your God. I brought
you out of slavery in Egypt. Do not make
anything more important than me. Do not
make statues of gods that look like anything
in the sky or on the earth or in the waters.
Do not bow down to them or worship
them. I, the LORD your God, am a jealous
God. Do not swear falsely or carelessly
using the name of the LORD your God.
Remember to keep the Sabbath day holy.
Do all your work in six days. And set the
seventh day apart in honor of your God.
Honor your father and mother. Do not
murder. Do not be unfaithful to your
marriage partner. Do not steal. Do not lie.
Do not be jealous of anything that belongs
to someone else.

Narrator: God also gave Moses instructions
about the treatment of servants and the
building of the tabernacle, about justice
and mercy. It took many days. Let’s check
on the people to see what they were doing
while God spoke to Moses.

Aaron: I’m Aaron—Moses’ brother Aaron.
Moses has been gone all of last month and
now half of this month. Where is he? No
one could possibly talk to God that long.
I wonder if a wild animal got the best of
him? Or maybe he decided to abandon us.
I wouldn’t blame him. These people com-
plain constantly. I hear them again this
morning.

Poke each other and act impatient during the
grumbling.

Israelites: Where’s Moses?
I thought he was our leader.
Doesn’t he care about us?

In Egypt we had a leader.
Yeah, life was better there.

Are you guys forgetting what Moses said?
Remember, we’ve gotta have faith and
courage. This is just a test.

I don’t think a test takes this long.
I say let’s do something.
Get Aaron. He’s a priest. He can make a

new god for us.
Aaron, come here.

Aaron: Here I am.

Israelites: Make us a god who will lead us.
This fellow Moses brought us up out of
Egypt.

But we don’t know what happened to him.

Aaron: [whispering to himself] The people
are angry and restless. I’m afraid they’ll hurt
me. There are so many of them. I have to
make them happy.

Aaron: People, listen to me! Bring me your
gold. The Egyptians heaped jewelry and
gold on us when we left.

Reach into the tent for the jewels.

Aaron: I’ll throw some of that gold into a
fire, melt it down, and make a god as
golden as the ones you saw in Egypt.

Aaron: Here. Here is your god.

Pretend to carry jewels to center of story area.
Stay in center until the voice of God calls. Feel
the heat from the fire made to melt the gold.

Israelites: This is our god.
Our god who brought us out of Egypt.
Our god who saves us.
Praise to our god.

Dance around the calf, shouting and clapping.

Aaron: Don’t forget the LORD. Here, I’ll
build an altar next to the calf and tomorrow
we’ll have a festival to the LORD.
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Israelites: Forget that.
We have our god now.

Voice of God: Moses. [pause]

Pause in the dancing at the first sound of
God’s voice.

Voice of God: I am the LORD your God, but
the people below this mountain—the ones
you brought out of Egypt—have forgotten
me. They have become very sinful. I will
destroy them.

Moses: Don’t be angry with your people.
You brought them out of Egypt with great
power and a mighty hand. If you destroy
them, the Egyptians will say you brought
them out to kill them. Please take pity on
your people.

God: All right, Moses. I will not destroy
them. Take the commandments I have writ-
ten on the stone tablets and give them to
the people.

Moses: [grunts] I’m not a young man any-
more—carrying these stone tablets all the
way down the mountain is hard work. But
these commandments written on stone
should impress the people. Whew! They’re
getting heavy.

Moses: What’s going on? It sounds like
singing and dancing. The people are danc-
ing and worshiping a golden idol. The LORD

was right. They have forgotten their true
God. These stone commandments from
God will mean nothing to these people.

Return to tents in fear at the sound of stones
crashing.

Moses: Aaron, Aaron.
Aaron: Moses, you’re back!

Moses: Have you led these people into
such great sin?

Aaron: We . . . didn’t think you were com-
ing back. The people—they made me take
their jewelry. I threw it into the fire—and
poof! This calf just magically appeared.

Moses: Burn the idol. Melt it down and
pour it into the water.

Moses: Anyone who is on the LORD’s side,
come to me.

Kneel beside their tents.

Israelites: The LORD.
Yes, we forgot the LORD.
We need God to be with us.
We will die without God.
Never again will I lose my faith in God.

God: I am the LORD. I am a God who is ten-
der and kind. I am gracious. I am slow to get
angry. I am faithful and full of love. I
continue to show my love to thousands of
people. I forgive those who sin. But I do not
let guilty people go without punishing them.

I will give them a new set of tablets with
my commandments. My laws will help the
people love me and love each other.
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Commandment Scenarios
1. What’s Most Important?
Actor 1: Next week we are supposed to memorize Matthew 22:37-40. That’s four verses!

Actor 2: What a waste of time! I have plenty of other things to do.

Actor 1: Me too. I don’t like to be told to read the Bible and pray.

Actor 2: Yeah, don’t they know we are good just the way we are?

Commandment 1: I am the LORD your God. Do not make anything more important than me.

Write a new script for actors 1 and 2 based on commandment 1. What could you say
about spending time with God’s Word?

2. Who’s a Witness to God’s Name?
Actor 1: You know you can always depend upon me because I am a Christian.

Actor 2: Thank you. That means a lot to me. Could you help me with my homework?

Actor 1: Sure. I’ll come to your house after supper.

Actor 2: [looks at watch for time] It’s 8 o’clock. I wonder what happened to my new Christian
friend. [picks up telephone] Hi. It’s getting sort of late. Are you still coming?

Actor 1: I forgot. My favorite TV show is on tonight. I’ll help you some other time.

Actor 2: I don’t think I’ll depend on a Christian again.

Commandment 3: Do not speak falsely or carelessly using the name of the LORD your God.

Write a new script for actors 1 and 2 based on commandment 3. How should we repre-
sent God’s name?

3. Who Respects the Property of Others?
Actor 1: There’s your favorite candy bar. Too bad we don’t have enough money for it.

Actor 2: That’s OK. The cashier isn’t looking. I’ll just swipe it.

Actor 1: Yeah, it’s just a candy bar. No one will miss it.

Actor 2: Besides, this store is always overcharging for things anyway.

Commandment 8: Do not steal.

Write a new script for actors 1 and 2 based on commandment 8. How do we respect
other people’s property?
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4. Who Is Honest?
Actor 1: I forgot to do my homework last night for Mr. Smith’s math class. I’m going to be
in so much trouble.

Actor 2: I didn’t get to watch TV last night, but I got mine done.

Actor 1: Great. Let me copy yours. It’s not a test. It’s just homework. I’ll let you copy mine
next week.

Actor 2: All right. But you owe me.

Commandment 9: Do not lie with words or through cheating.

Write a new script for actors 1 and 2 based on commandment 9. How should we act
honestly?
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God’s Rules
1. I am the LORD your God. Do not let anything be

more important to you than I am.

2. Do not make statues that look like anything in the
sky or on the earth or in the waters. Do not bow
down to them or worship them. I, the LORD your
God, am a jealous God.

3. Do not speak falsely or carelessly using the name of
the LORD your God.

4. Remember to keep the Sabbath day holy. Do all
your work in six days. And set the seventh day apart
in honor of your God.

5. Honor your father and mother.

6. Do not murder.

7. Do not be unfaithful to your marriage partner.

8. Do not steal.

9. Do not lie.

10. Do not be jealous of anything that belongs to some-
one else.

Walk With Me curriculum, © 2004, 2008, Faith Alive Christian Resources. Permission granted to photocopy this page for classroom use.

GRADES 4-5 YEAR 1
UNIT 3 SESSION 2





55

Reader’s Theater Script
Out of the Strong Came Weakness and Out of the
Weak Came Strength

Voices
Samson Guard
Samson’s mother Philistine 1
Samson’s father Philistine 2
Samson’s brother—Zebul Delilah
Samson’s brother—Jair Crowd

Note: If you used the optional Hello activity, put two of the end links of the paper chain over
Samson’s hands.

Philistine 1: Dagon, the fish god, the god of the sea, has rescued us.

Philistine 2: Our god has delivered Samson into our hands.

Crowd: Fish. Fish. Our god is the big fishy.

Zebul: Listen to them. Their fish god is not even a live fish.

Jair: But they can celebrate. They’ve captured Samson, the only Israelite who could have
saved us.

Samson’s mother: My boy, Samson. They have taken my boy.

Samson’s father: The story of our son should have ended differently.

Samson’s mother: Yes. I still remember the day the angel came. He told me I would have a
special baby. A son who would grow up to belong to God and save us from the Philistines.

Samson’s father: Remember how carefully we obeyed the angel’s instructions? We never cut
his hair or gave him wine to drink.

Samson’s mother: Yes, all to prove he was set apart by God—set apart to be the strong one
who could deliver us from the Philistines.

Crowd: We want Samson. We want Samson.

Zebul: Come on, Mom and Dad. We don’t want to be around these drunken Philistines. The
best thing we can do is leave and pray to God to deliver Samson.

Philistine1: Samson. Samson. Bring out Samson so we can make fun of the weak, blind
man. He tied torches to the tails of foxes and sent them through our fields. But he won’t
bother us ever again!

Philistine 2: And never again will he rip out the gates of our city.

Philistine 1: Right. Never again can he hurt us. He’s weaker than a baby!

[Guard walks Samson to the front.]

Guard: Come on. Just a few more steps. Lift up your feet so that you don’t stumble.

Samson: I can hear the crowd. They’re poking fun of me.

Philistine 1: Samson, we thought your God made you strong.

Zebul: God, don’t you hear our enemies mocking you? Deliver us!
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Philistine 2: Our fishy god rules over the God of the Israelites.

Delilah: Don’t give Fishy so much credit. I was the one who brought Samson down.

Philistine 1: Was it your beauty or your smarts that captured Samson?

Delilah: Both, of course. I batted my beautiful eyes, pouted my painted lips, and said to
Samson: “So tell me, big guy—what makes you so strong?”

At first he lied. He told me that tying him up with leather straps would make his strength go
away. But I tried it, and he was as strong as ever.

“What makes you so strong, Samson?” I begged again. This time he said that tying him with
new ropes would take away his strength. But that wasn’t true either.

After he lied the third time, I made him feel really bad. I whined and pouted until he finally
gave in and told me his secret.

Philistine 2: What was it?

Delilah: A secret from his God. Samson told me that his parents had promised God that
their son would never cut his hair. As long as Samson kept that promise, he would stay
strong. Something about his voice told me this was the big one—the real truth. So I put him
to sleep and cut off his hair.

Philistine 1: [laughing] And that’s where we came in and captured the fool.

Delilah: Yeah. It’s spooky though, thinking about a God who really can make an agreement
like that with people. I’ll just stick with Dagon the fish god. I’m not into commitments.

Samson: Guard. Tell me why the people are celebrating.

Guard: They’re offering a great sacrifice to their god Dagon because he handed you over to
them.

Samson: Dagon didn’t do a thing. It was all my fault for disobeying the true God. How
many people are out there?

Guard: All the Philistine rulers are in the temple—plus thousands of others. And there must
be about three thousand men and women on the roof above you.

Samson: [Prays to God] My LORD and my king, show me that you are still with me. Please
make me strong again. [speaks to the guard] Guard, lead me to the two pillars in the middle
of the temple.

Guard: [leads Samson] What are you going to do?

Samson: Don’t trust in me! Trust in the one true God. Now run for your life.

Guard: [minutes later, outside the temple] It was the most awful and amazing thing I ever
saw! Samson put his right hand on one of the pillars and his left hand on the other. Then he
leaned against them and pushed with all his might. And the temple came down! It fell. All
the rulers and others who were in the temple mocking Samson and his God were destroyed!
It fell on all the people who were calling out to Fishy to save them.

Jair: After it was all over, my brothers and I went down to get Samson’s body. We brought it
home and buried him in our family tomb. Samson killed more Philistines on that day than in
his whole lifetime. And the Philistines who are left are afraid of us. They finally know the
truth: that our God is a mighty God.
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