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Memory Challenge
The earth is the LORD’s, and everything in it, 

the world, and all who live in it; 
for he founded it upon the seas 

and established it upon the waters. 
Who may ascend the mountain of the LORD?

Who may stand in his holy place? 
those who have clean hands and a pure heart, 

who do not put their trust in an idol 
or swear by a false god. 

They will receive blessing from the LORD

and vindication from God their Savior. 
Such is the generation of those who seek him,

who seek your face, God of Jacob. 

— Psalm 24:1-6, TNIV
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Memory Challenge
The earth is the Lord’s and all that is in it, 

the world, and those who live in it; 
for he has founded it on the seas,

and established it on the rivers. 
Who shall ascend the hill of the Lord?

And who shall stand in his holy place? 
Those who have clean hands and pure hearts,

who do not lift up their souls to what is false,
and do not swear deceitfully. 

They will receive blessing from the Lord,
and vindication from the God of their salvation. 

Such is the company of those who seek him,
who seek the face of the God of Jacob.

— Psalm 24:1-6, NRSV
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Dear Family,

During the next four weeks, our group will be discovering what it means to
live as kingdom citizens in a world where Jesus is Lord. We’ll be talking
about how the things the world values are often very different from the
things our Lord values. And we’ll be challenging each other to live our faith
in this upside-down kingdom!

Psalm 24 is a good psalm to read and talk about with your family during
this month. What does it mean for our everyday living that the earth is the
Lord’s and everything in it?

Please continue to support our group with your prayers!

Sincerely,
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WhoAreYou.com
Lots of websites help you create your own page. MySpace.com, Facebook.com,
and others let you tell the world all about you—who you are, what you look like,
what you dream about, where you’re going.

Imagine a new website: WhoAreYou.com. Here’s the challenge:  
• On this website you need to create a page about someone else.  
• Spend five minutes or so with someone in your group. Find out everything you

can about him or her.  
• Use the information you gather to make a cool page for that person on

WhoAreYou.com.





Word Search: Lord of Lords
S B C A R N Y D G D N E X D W

N B E J C E E R O W H L L Y E

T S O D R X D O R L S C Q J V

G F N B S Y O N B D A A B P C

L R E L O B H Q A W X L C U L

E O D I A S T K C M N P G M R

H N M J H F S M K U M N B A E

O R Z C C C A R X V I O G J L

Q E H Y I S O M N K R V C E U

X V Q C T I S E O H A K V S R

D O E E R C O B M N J L L T E

T G R E D A E L Z W A I K Y Y

C A P T A I N P O T X R U Y Y

S U S G X J H J J Z U A C J I

S W S F W A C L O R D J J H V
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BOSS
CAPTAIN
CHIEF
COMMANDER
GOVERNOR
KING
LEADER

LORD
MAJESTY
MASTER
MONARCH
RULER
SUPERIOR



48

Tic Tac Toe
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Beatitude Slips
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Blessed are the poor in spirit, 
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

Blessed are those who mourn,
for they will be comforted. 

Blessed are the meek,
for they will inherit the earth.

Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, 
for they will be filled.

Blessed are the merciful, 
for they will be shown mercy.

Blessed are the pure in heart,
for they will see God.

Blessed are the peacemakers,
for they will be called children of God.

Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness,
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you
and falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of me.

Rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward in heaven,
for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you. 
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Matthew 5:1-12, The Message
When Jesus saw his ministry drawing huge crowds, he climbed a hillside.
Those who were apprenticed to him, the committed, climbed with him.
Arriving at a quiet place, he sat down and taught his climbing companions.
This is what he said:

“You’re blessed when you’re at the end of your rope. With less of you,
there is more of God and his rule.

“You’re blessed when you feel you’ve lost what is dear to you. Only then
can you be embraced by the One most dear to you.

“You’re blessed when you’re content with just who you are—no more, no
less. That’s the moment when you find yourselves proud owners of every-
thing that can’t be bought.

“You’re blessed when you’ve worked up a good appetite for God. He’s
food and drink in the best meal you’ll ever eat.

“You’re blessed when you care. At the moment of being ‘care-full,’ you’ll
find yourself cared for.

“You’re blessed when you get your inside world—your mind and heart—
put right. Then you can see God in the outside world.

“You’re blessed when you can show people how to cooperate instead of
compete or fight. That’s when you discover who you really are and your
place in God’s family.

“You’re blessed when your commitment to God provokes persecution. The
persecution drives you even deeper into God’s kingdom.

“Not only that—count yourself blessed every time people put you down or
throw you out or speak lies about you to discredit me. What it means is
that the truth is too close for comfort and they are uncomfortable. You can
be glad when that happens—give a cheer, even—for though they don’t
like it, I do! And all heaven applauds. And know that you are in good
company. My prophets and witnesses and always gotten into this kind of
trouble.”
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Group 1 Idea Sheet

Watch
Read the parable of the Ten Bridesmaids from Matthew 25:1-13. Then
choose one of the following ideas to present the parable to the rest of the
group. MMaakkee ssuurree tthhaatt yyoouurr pprreesseennttaattiioonn iinncclluuddeess aa sseenntteennccee oorr ttwwoo
tthhaatt wwiillll tteellll tthhee rreesstt ooff tthhee ggrroouupp wwhhaatt tthhiiss ppaarraabbllee ssaayyss aabboouutt hhooww wwee
aarree ttoo wwaaiitt ffoorr JJeessuuss ttoo rreettuurrnn..

• Retell this parable or act it out as a contemporary story. (For example,
people preparing or not preparing for a hurricane that’s headed their
way; when the storm hits how are things different for the two groups?
Or people waiting in line overnight to buy tickets for a very important
concert or event; some bring food and blankets, others don’t.) 

• Retell the parable in a rap format. You can use the words from the Bible
or rewrite the parable in your own words. (Or use the words of “The
Wedding Party” on the handout). You could even make your own
music video.

• Do a news show. One of you can be an on-the-scene reporter who inter-
views the wise girls and the foolish girls. Maybe another one of you can
be the news anchor who tells the audience what the story is all about.

• One person can read the parable to the group while others act it out.
End with a statement like: “Jesus told this story to remind us that. . .” 
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Group 2 Idea Sheet

Work
Read the parable of the bags of gold from Matthew 25:14-30. Then choose
one of the following ideas to present the parable to the rest of the group.
MMaakkee ssuurree tthhaatt yyoouurr pprreesseennttaattiioonn iinncclluuddeess aa sseenntteennccee oorr ttwwoo tthhaatt wwiillll
tteellll tthhee rreesstt ooff tthhee ggrroouupp wwhhaatt tthhiiss ppaarraabbllee ssaayyss aabboouutt hhooww wwee aarree ttoo
wwaaiitt ffoorr JJeessuuss ttoo rreettuurrnn..

• Retell the parable or act it out as a contemporary story. (For example, a
boss goes on vacation and leaves different parts of the business in the
hands of three workers; a farmer goes overseas and leaves three parts of
his farm in the hands of three different workers, etc.)

• Have one person tell the story while the rest of the group shows the most
important dramatic events in the story. Try to create three “frozen”
scenes for this story, using everyone in your group except the narrator.

• Rewrite this story to the tune of a well-known song such as “She’ll be
Comin’ ‘Round the Mountain” or “Row, Row, Row Your Boat.”

• Stage a talk show where the host or hosts interview the three servants
and the master. 
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The Wedding Party
BBaasseedd oonn MMaatttthheeww 2255::11--1133

(with rhythm)
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Ten girls waited for the party to start.
. . . Five were wise . . .
But five weren’t so smart.
Now, at first they were happy and excited

and glad!
But then they got bored . . .
And tired . . . and sad.

“Be ready! Oh, be ready for the Lord to return!”

‘Cause the party didn’t start when they
thought it would.

(And the girls didn’t think
That was very good.)
So all ten girls fell fast asleep . . .
But then . . . at midnight . . .
Comin’ down the street . . .

It was the party! Oh, the party! It was ready
to start!

And the girls got up
To go through the dark.
And the ones who were wise had lamps that

burned.
But the ones who were foolish
Started gettin’ concerned.
‘Cause they just hadn’t brought enough oil

to burn.

Be ready! Oh, be ready for the Lord to return!

No, their lamps weren’t bright; they were
goin’ out.

So they fussed and they fumed,
And began to pout.
“Oh, we need more oil! Give us what you

got!”
But the wise girls said,
“We need all that we brought!”
So the five foolish girls all left to get more,
. . . and while they were gone,
The groom closed the door . . .

So that when they returned later on that
night,

The five wise ones
Were all locked up tight.

Be ready! Oh, be ready for the Lord to return!

“Let us in! Let us in! said the five outside.
But the door had been locked
By the groom and the bride.
“Go away, you weren’t ready,” said the

groom. “Good night!
Cause you didn’t keep watch,
And your lamps weren’t bright.”

So . . . the . . . five who were ready all
enjoyed the dance.

But the five who were not
Didn’t get the chance.
So . . . we . . . need to keep watch, and we

need to keep guard.
Through the times that are easy
And the times that are hard.

Be ready! Oh, be ready for the Lord to return!

‘Cause we don’t know the day when the
Lord will return.

So here’s a little moral,
Here’s a lesson to learn:
We need to be ready when the curtains fall,
Or else we won’t get
In the party at all.

[Oh,] we need to be ready when the curtains
fall,

Or else we won’t get
In the party at all.

—From Sharable Parables by Steven James. 
Cincinnati: Standard Publishing, © 2005, 

pp. 120-121. Used by permission.


