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Rappin’ About Rapture
One group of Christians, called premillennialists, believe that Jesus will
return in two stages.

• Stage 1: The “rapture,” when Jesus will come secretly for all his true
believers—both dead and alive—to take them home to heaven with him.

• Stage 2: Seven years later Jesus will come back with all of his believers,
bringing in the millennium (thousand years) of peace under Christ’s rule.

According to the premillennialists, the rapture may happen at any time.
Christians who died will rise from death and be glorified. Christians who
are alive will be changed in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye. They will
meet the Lord in the air. But those who aren’t real Christians will not even
notice the rapture. They will be left guessing what happened after the
rapture has removed the Christians. They will have to live through seven
years of earthshaking, humanity-mutilating events: the reign of the
Antichrist and the great tribulation.

Most Christians of the Reformed faith, called amillenialists, have a different
view of the End Times. We believe that Jesus Christ will come one time to
judge the living and the dead, and we base that belief on many passages in
Scripture. Christians will meet the Lord in the air on his way down to earth,
then after judgment all of God’s people will dwell with God forever in the
new heaven and the new earth.

We believe that the millennium or thousand-year reign of Christ is the
period we’re living in right now—the period between Jesus’ first coming to
earth and his second and final coming. We call this the “already but not
yet” time in that Jesus is already in charge (he’s defeated Satan), but he has
not yet returned to take us home and renew all things. We don’t believe
this is a literal thousand years, but rather that the thousand years is a
symbol, a number of completeness.

The rapture idea has made its way into many fictional books and movies,
such as the popular Left Behind series. However, the rapture viewpoint is
taken from only one Scripture passage (1 Thessalonians 4:17) that we
believe has been interpreted incorrectly. The rest of the Bible does not sup-
port a view of the rapture, of seven years of second chances, or of all
Christians being spared from the suffering of the last days.

—Adapted from The Day of Christ’s Return by Andrew 
Kuyvenhoven, Faith Alive Christian Resources
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Senses of Heaven
Cut in strips and distribute to students.

TToouucchh
What feels wonderful to you? Rolling around in a pile of autumn leaves?
Toasty flannel sheets on a cold winter night? Imagine how some favorite
things might feel even better in the new heaven and new earth. Might
some things that don’t feel good feel different? (Will cactus and porcupines
have needles or quills? What will we sit or sleep on?) What do you think
God will feel like?

SSmmeellll
What kinds of scents make you happy? Hungry? Make your eyes water?
Imagine how good smells will be even better, and how bad smells will be
“redeemed” in the new heaven and new earth. (Will milk turn sour? Will
we need to wear deodorant?) What do you think God will smell like?

SSoouunndd
What are some of your favorite sounds? What is the most beautiful sound
you’ve ever heard? What do you imagine heaven will sound like? What
animal sounds do you think will stay the same, and which ones will be
changed? What sounds do you hope we never hear in the new heaven
and new earth? (Will cars have horns? Will parents yell?) What do you
imagine God’s voice will sound like?

SSiigghhtt
What is the most beautiful thing that you’ve ever seen? What could you
stare at for hours? What are some of the least beautiful things you’ve ever
seen? How do you think they might be improved in the new heaven and
new earth? (Will there be mold and mildew? Pimples? Dirt under our
fingernails?) What do you imagine God will look like? What will God 
be wearing?

TTaassttee
Recall the best thing you’ve ever tasted. Think of your favorite foods and
flavors. What would a perfect meal taste like in the new heaven and new
earth? How do you think things that taste bad to you will change? (Will
Brussels sprouts taste like chocolate kisses? How might liver and onions
taste? Will we need cough syrup?) What do you think God will give you
as your first meal?
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Heavenly Scattergories
Round 1
Letter: ________

_____________________ A food we want to eat in heaven

_____________________ Something we hope to do in heaven

_____________________ A sound we will hear in heaven

_____________________ Something that will not be allowed in heaven

_____________________ A word that we will speak in heaven

Points: ________

Round 2
Letter: ________

_____________________ Someone from the Old Testament who we will see in heaven

_____________________ Something that we will no longer need in heaven

_____________________ An animal that will probably be in heaven

_____________________ A scent that we hope to smell in heaven

_____________________ Something we will not be doing in heaven

Points: ________

Round 3
Letter: ________

_____________________ A type of game or sport we’ll play in heaven

_____________________ Someone from the New Testament who we will see in heaven

_____________________ A song we hope to sing in heaven

_____________________ Something beautiful from earth that we hope to see in heaven

_____________________ One word that describes how God might look

Points: ________

Total Points (all 3 rounds): _____________
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What Is a “Ghost Whisperer”?
Death is mysterious, and most of us are extremely curious about it.

In the fall of 2005, CBS Television premiered a show called Ghost Whisperer
that feeds our fascination with death, spirits, and the afterlife. For two years
and counting, the show has held the number-one drama spot in CBS’s
primetime listings.

In Ghost Whisperer, Jennifer Love Hewitt plays the role of a medium—a
person who can communicate with the spirits of people who have died—
and help them take care of unfinished business before they can cross over
into the light (the next life). The show’s co-executive producer, James Van
Praagh, claims to be the real ghost whisperer whose experiences are
depicted in this drama.

On his website, Van Praagh explains that he is a “survival evidence
medium,” meaning that he is able to bridge the gap between two planes
of existence—that of the living and the dead—through detailed messages.
Van Praagh said that he can feel the emotions and personalities of the
deceased, and that he can see them.

Van Praagh believes that we are all spirit beings and that there is far more
to our life than our life span. He feels extremely fortunate to be a conduit
of comfort, healing, and most importantly, love. “As a medium, I have
never experienced anything but love and compassion and healing in my
work,” he says. “It is the love bond between people which allows me to
make the connection between the living and the dead.”

—from an interview on the website of James Van Praagh

Walk With Me curriculum, © 2007, 2009, Faith Alive Christian Resources. Permission granted to photocopy this page for classroom use.

EARLY TEEN YEAR 3
UNIT 9 SESSION 3



63

Scripture Strips
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Brothers and sisters, we do not want you to be uninformed about those who
sleep in death, so that you do not grieve like the rest, who have no hope.

We believe that Jesus died and rose again

and so we believe that God will bring with Jesus those 
who have fallen asleep in him.

According to the Lord’s word, we tell you that we who are still alive, 
who are left till the coming of the Lord,

will certainly not precede those who have fallen asleep.

For the Lord himself will come down from heaven,

with a loud command, with the voice of the archangel 
and with the trumpet call of God,

and the dead in Christ will rise first.

After that, we who are still alive and are left

will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. 

And so we will be with the Lord forever. 

Therefore encourage each other with these words.
—1 Thessalonians 4:13-18, TNIV





65

The Funeral
A Service of Scripture and Song

PPrroocceessssiioonn ooff FFaammiillyy

OOppeenniinngg SSeenntteenncceess ooff SSccrriippttuurree:: __________________________________
Choose One:
Psalm 16:9-11 Romans 6:3-5
Psalm 46:1-2 Romans 14:8
Psalm 124:8 1 Thessalonians 4:14,17,18
John 11:25-26

HHyymmnn:: __________________________________

PPrraayyeerr::
Write one on the back side of this page

OOlldd TTeessttaammeenntt RReeaaddiinngg:: __________________________________
Choose One
Psalm 90 Isaiah 40:1-8

HHyymmnn:: __________________________________

NNeeww TTeessttaammeenntt RReeaaddiinngg:: __________________________________
Choose One
John 5:19-30 1 Corinthians 15:20-23, 35-36, 42-57
John 11:17-44 2 Corinthians 4:16-5:10
John 14:1-7

HHyymmnn:: __________________________________

MMeessssaaggee (with Scripture reading and prayer)

HHyymmnn:: __________________________________

CClloossiinngg RReeaaddiinngg//BBeenneeddiiccttiioonn//BBlleessssiinngg:: __________________________________
Choose One
Numbers 6:24-26
Hebrews 13:20-21
The Lord’s Prayer
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OOtthheerr ooppttiioonnss tthhaatt ccoouulldd bbee iinncclluuddeedd::
■■ Participatory liturgies (readings by leader and congregation)
■■ Family member(s) share memories of their loved one
■■ Open sharing time by anyone in attendance
■■ A very brief biography of the person that offers thanks to God for the ways

God has blessed the loved one and made him/her a blessing to us
■■ Song or instrumental music that is special to the family
■■ Reading of creeds or confessions

The Apostles’ Creed
The Nicene Creed
The Heidelberg Catechism, Q&A 1, 52, 57, or 58

SSoommee hhyymmnn ssuuggggeessttiioonnss
“Abide with Me”
“Because He Lives”
“Blessed Assurance”
“By the Sea of Crystal”
“Children of the Heavenly Father”
“Christ the Lord Is Risen Today”
“God Is Our Refuge and Our Strength”
“Great Is Thy Faithfulness”
“Hallelujah Chorus”
“Holy God, We Praise Your Name”
“How Great Thou Art”
“I Can Only Imagine” (Mercy Me)
“I Love the Lord, for He Has Heard My Voice”
“Jesus Shall Reign”
“Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying”
“My Faith Looks Up to Thee”
“O God, Our Help in Ages Past”
“O Love of God, How Strong and True”
“Praise the Savior, Now and Ever”
“Precious Lord, Take My Hand”
“Swing Low, Sweet Chariot”
“The Lord’s My Shepherd”
“When Peace Like a River”
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End-Times Charades Strips
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Drinking beer

Attending school

Cheating on a test

Helping someone who has fallen down

Studying the Bible

Praying

Gossiping

Sleeping

Hitting or pushing someone in the hallway

Talking with friends about Jesus

“Tagging” signs and buildings around town

Helping someone with their yard work

Babysitting a young child

Mocking or insulting other people

Refusing to help when someone asks

Shoplifting
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““TThheerreeffoorree
kkeeeepp wwaattcchh,,
bbeeccaauussee yyoouu
ddoo nnoott kknnooww
tthhee ddaayy oorr
tthhee hhoouurr..””

——MMaatttthheeww 2255::1133
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